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Weekly Torah 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Shabbat Morning Bimah Officer, 12/5 Andrew Moss 
Shabbat Morning Greeters, 12/5 Win Baum 
 

Shabbat Morning Bimah Officer, 12/12 Andrew Moss 
Shabbat Morning Greeters, 12/12 Steve Freshman 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Friday, December 4, 4:07pm Candle lighting, 6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Saturday, December 5, 9:15am Shabbat Service, 10:30am Tot Shabbat, 7:00pm 

 Kadima Bowling Event 

Sunday, December 6, Erev Chanukah 9:30am Chanukah Bash, Gift Shop 

 Chanukah Blowout, Navasky 

Monday, December 7, 8:00am Minyan, 12:30pm Lunch n’ Learn with Al Treidel 

Tuesday, December 8, 8:00am Minyan, 4:15pm Navasky 

Wednesday, December 9, 8:00am Minyan, 9:15am Mishnah Class 

Thursday, December 10, 8:00am Minyan, 10:30am Soup Kitchen    

Friday, December 11, 8:00am Minyan, 4:07pm Candle lighting, 6:30pm Kabbalat 

 Shabbat Service 

Saturday, December 12, 9:15am Shabbat Service, 10:30am Tot Shabbat 
 

BEGINNING JAN 16, 2016, SHABBAT SERVICES BEGIN AT 9:30AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parashat Vayeshev, which means "and he settled", contains the story of Jacob 
and his sons, who have settled in the land of Canaan.  There is jealousy between 
the other brothers and Joseph, who dreams of ruling them.  They plot Joseph's 
death, but Judah persuades them to sell him to a caravan of Ishamelites heading 
for Egypt.  Afterwards, they report to Jacob that Joseph was killed by a wild 
animal.  Later, Judah's son Er dies, leaving his wife, Tamar, as a widow.  Judah 
promised that his young son Shelah will marry Tamar, but Judah fails to keep his 
word.  Therefore, Tamar disguises herself and tricks Judah into sleeping with her.  
When Judah is told that Tamar has " played the harlot" and is pregnant, he orders 
that she be put to death.  Defending herself, Tamar reveals to Judah that he is the 
father of the child she is carrying.  Realizing that he has not treated Tamar fairly, 
Judah declares: "She is more in the right than I, since I did not give her my son 
Shelah."  The Torah portion continues with the adventures of Joseph in Egypt, 
where he is sold to Pharaoh's chief steward, Potiphar, and quickly rises from 
being a slave to becoming manager of his master's house.  Potiphar's wife is 
attracted to Joseph and tries to seduce him.  Angry because Joseph refuses her 
advances, she reports to Potiphar that Joseph tried to force himself upon her.  
Potiphar has Joseph thrown into prison.  There he meets Pharaoh's chief 
cupbearer and chief baker.  They tell him of their dreams, and Joseph interprets 
them.  (Later, as Joseph has predicted, the cupbearer is returned to Pharaoh's 
service, but the chief baker is put to death.)   
 

From: A Torah Commentary for Our Times by Harvey J. Fields 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 

 

Please RSVP to the Office for the Adult Education classes 
See Bulletin Board for Details of all our Adult Education classes 

 

Mishnah Class, Wednesdays, 9:15am-10:15am with Rabbi Paskind.  Class 

has begun, but new students are welcome at any time! 
 

Coming Face to Face with the Holocaust, Mondays, 12/7 & 1/11, 12:15pm 
- 1:30pm, with Al Treidel 
 

Bowspring Yoga, Sundays, 12/20, 1/10, 2/7, 3/13, 4/17, 5/1, 11:00am-
12:00pm with Ali Hurwitz 
 

Adult Torah Trope Class, Sundays, 1/10, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 3/6, 3/27, 4/3, 
10:15am-11:15am with Riva Silverman 
 

Learners Minyan Class, Sundays, 9:30am with Rabbi Paskind 
For all adults!  Increase your comfort with the service! 
 

 

CHANUKAH IS COMING!! 
First candle is Sunday evening, 12/6 

Please visit our website for Chanukah candle lighting, blessings, recordings,  and 
guidance for lighting Chanukah candles on Friday night. 

 

Gift Shop Blowout, Sunday, 12/6, 9:30am-12:15pm 
The Gift Shop is the place for all your holiday gifts!  Diane Felber will also be 
showcasing her beautiful jewelry. 
 

Chanukah Bash, Sunday, 12/6, 9:30am 
Drum tales and age-appropriate activities for all Beth El kids ages 3 – 7

th
 grade.  

Sponsorship opportunities available.  Please contact Al Treidel for more info. 
 

Beth El & Navasky Candle Lighting, Tuesday, 12/8, 5:30pm 
Parents and all community members are invited to light the chanukiyah! 
 

Rabbi Paskind’s Installation Celebration, Sunday, 12/13, 11:30am 
RSVP deadline extended to Thursday, 12/3.  Please join us! 
 

 

YOUTH 
Kadima Bowling Party, Saturday, 12/5, 7:00pm at the Bowlmor – 701 

Connecticut Avenue, Norwalk 
 

USY Bowling Party, Saturday, 12/12, 7:00pm at the Bowlmor – 701 

Connecticut Avenue, Norwalk 
 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 Havdalah Program, Saturday, 12/19, 5:00pm 
 

UPCOMING TOT SHABBAT DATES 
December 5, 10:30am 
December 19, 10:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 

NAVASKY 
Navasky Family Education Day, Grade 3, Sunday, 12/20, 9:30am 
REMINDER:  Winter Break is coming!  No Navasky from 12/22/15-1/3/16.  

Classes resume Tuesday, 1/5/16. 
 

VOLUNTEER 
Soup Kitchen, Thursday, 12/10, 10:30am-12:00pm to set up and/or 
12:15pm-2:00pm to serve.  For more info, please contact Stephanie Gordon. 
 

ROSH CHODESH 
Book Group & Discussion, Thursday, 12/17, 7:30pm, “The Lady in Gold: The 

Extraordinary Tale of Gustav Klimt’s Masterpiece, Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer”. 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
See Bulletin Board for Details 

 

Community Lecture:  Killing a King:  The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 
with Dan Ephron, Monday, 12/7, 7:30pm - Temple Israel, Westport 
 

JCC Maccabi Information Fair, Tuesday, 12/8, 7:00pm – Stamford JCC 
 

Camp Ramah Virtual Parlor Meeting, Wednesday, 12/9, 7:00pm 
Please join Assistant Director Josh Edelglass for an online virtual parlor meeting to 
learn about Camp Ramah in New England. RSVP to joshe@campramahne.org. 
 

ATTENTION 
Congregation Beth El now offers a paperless option to who desire it.  Call the 
Office, 203.838.2710 or email paperless@congbethel.org and you will no longer 
receive paper notifications. 

 

SPONSOR A KIDDUSH 
Sponsoring a Kiddush just got easier!  Celebrate a simcha with the congregation:  a 
birthday, anniversary or special event.  $180 covers the cost of our regular 
Shabbat Kiddush.  Celebrate with the community! 
 

 

SUPPORT BETH EL:  BUY FOOD AND GIFT CARDS! 
A percentage of your purchase directly supports our synagogue! 

RIGHT NOW:  10% discount off 1
st

 purchase for all new returning participants and 

those returning after a year or more, thanks to a generous food card participant! 

Food Certificates 
Please call to reserve or for delivery. 

Gift Cards 
Call for a copy of our list of 50+ stores. 

Synagogue:  203.838.2710, Harry:  203-846.2646 
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